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c/o 34 Totnes Road 
      Paignton 
      TQ4  5JZ 

 
         16 August 2016 
 
By email to amanda.baker@pins.gsi.gov.uk            
The Planning Inspectorate 
3/26 Wing 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 
Appeal Reference: APP/X1165/W/16/3150380 
Torbay Council Reference: P/2016/0038 
Proposal: Removal of Condition 1 to planning approval P/2013/1320 to allow 
for the unrestricted residential occupancy of seven flats. 
Location: 13 Esplanade Road, Paignton, TQ4 6EB 
 
On behalf of the Paignton Neighbourhood Forum, I write to draw to your attention the 
following in relation to the above appeal. 
 
Paignton does not have a Parish Council.  Our Forum applied for and has been granted 
approved body designation for the purpose of producing and submitting a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the whole of Paignton which has a resident population of 
approximately 43,000.  The Forum has been assisted by government grant to help with 
this purpose and the designated neighbourhood is recognised for its size and scope as 
being a complex area. 
 
Stage 1 involved starting from a ‘blank sheet’ to establish community views on the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats facing our area.  From this came the 
view that our community wants the Neighbourhood Plan to be based on 4 key 
objectives: 
 

• Make more of the tourism and retail offer 
• Improve points of arrival and connection 
• Protect the local identity 
• Ensure there is balanced development 

 
Stage 2 involved confirming these objectives with our community, which proved to be 
correct. 
 

  

PAIGNTON NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
• Blatchcombe 
• Clifton with Maidenway 

• Goodrington, Roselands & Hookhills 
• Paignton Town 
• Preston  
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Stage 3 has now been reached of producing the policies and proposals of the 
Neighbourhood Plan for submission to give effect to the objectives in a manner that will 
also meet formal planning requirements. 
 
Key to the objectives in relation to the above appeal is the need to ensure that the 
location of the appeal property remains a provision of accommodation that plays its part 
in helping to retain and make more of the tourism offer and retention of local identity. 
 
The location of the appeal premises is of particular importance.  The Forum supports the 
view of Torbay Council as the Local Planning Authority that the Esplanade is a prime 
seafront location attractive to tourists and in close proximity to a range of tourism 
attractions.  Separating 12 and 13 Esplanade Road into approved holiday apartments 
shows the Council has sought to be flexible about the type of holiday accommodation on 
offer.  
 
The importance of ensuring net job growth in the local economy is also a key feature of 
the Torbay Local Plan formally adopted on 10 December 2015 following an extensive 
period of 11 months Examination in Public.  Net job growth in the tourist economy is 
realistically achievable, vitally important, and of key significance locally as a further 
consideration of direct relevance. 
 
Taking the above into account, the Forum is in support of the view of Torbay Council that 
the application conflicts with Policies TO1 and TO2 of the Local Plan with regard to loss 
of tourist accommodation.  Additionally, the appeal proposal conflicts directly with the 
efforts being made by our community to make more of the tourism offer in Paignton and 
in this particular instance the additional objective of protecting local identity to which the 
tourism offer is linked. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
David Watts 
 
Forum Chairman 
 
c.c. Mike Parkes (Forum Secretary) 
 
 


